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Kl This communication is responsive to 6/19/2000 



H The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 -20 & 22-31. renumbered as 1-30. 
□ The drawings filed on 



are acceptable. 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foieign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
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Draftsperson. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Ken 
Nigon on September 9, 2000. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 



In the claims: 



In claim 31, line 3, "synchronous or", has been deleted. 



In claim 27, line 4, "synchronous or", has beeiyueleted. 




The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



Considering claim 1, in the art of video processing at the time the invention was made, 
pipelined parallel processors controlled by a CPU or master processor were well known in the art, 
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for instance as taught by Gove. Nevertheless prior art of record does not show the combination 
of elements as recited in the instant claim 1 , requiring a modular video processing system 
comprising a processing module containing at least one general purpose microprocessor, which 
controls hardware and software operations of the video processing system using configuration 
data and which processes video data; at least one video processing module which contains a 
plurality of parallel pipelined video hardware components, such that the video processing module 
is responsive to the configuration data to perform different video processing operations on the 
video data; wherein a global video bus establishes a direct connection between the processing 
module and the at least one video processing module to route the video data between the 
processing module & the at least one video processing module; and a global control bus which 
provides configuration data to/from the processing module from/to the at least one video 
processing module, such that the global control bus is separate from the global video bus. 

Considering claim 2, the instant claim includes the limitations recited in claim 1 and the 
additional features of the video data coupled with associated video timing signals synchronized 
to a system clock signals, and that each video processing module comprises a crosspoint switch 
for routing the video data and its associated video timing signals to/from respective ones of the 
plurality of parallel pipelined video hardware components, wherein the timing signals indicate 
when the video data represents active video data. Claim 20 includes the same subject matter as 
claim 2, and is therefore allowable at least for the same reasons. 
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Considering claim 27, the combination of Gove and Katsura discloses the features, except 
that Gove is directed to a method of controlling the pipelined components using a synchronous 
algorithm, whereas it would not have been obvious to modify Gove to operate in an asynchronous 
manner. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-6306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(703) 308-6296 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

tJU Irouqk to CrydatPark JJ, 2t2t Crptaf 2)riv B , Arlington. VJl., Si*tk DLr (gacupUonUt/ 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Reuben M. Brown whose telephone number is (703) 305-2399. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday from 830am to 430pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew Faile, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
308-6306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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